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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 7/1/08 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 3-8 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 3 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The Amendment filed July 1 , 2008 has been received. According to the 
Amendment, claim 1 has been amended; and claim 2 has been canceled. 

Currently, claims 1 and 3-8 are pending in the application, wherein claims 4-8 
have been previously withdrawn due to non-elected invention. Claims 1 and 3 are 
hereby examined on the merit. Acknowledgment has been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Freeman etal. (6,356,288). 

Referring to claim 1 , Freeman et al. teaches a communication game system for 
executing a communication game, the system comprising: a game apparatus that is 
adapted to establish communication with at least one other game apparatus (Fig. 1); the 
game apparatus including a display unit; an operation unit; and a processing unit that is 
adapted to execute processes for displaying on the display unit a self-controlled 
character that is controlled by an operation of the operation unit (Fig. 2); and receiving 
information pertaining to another character that is controlled by an operation of the other 
game apparatus, displaying the other character on the display unit based on the 
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received information (Figs. 3, 4), and changing a display state of the other character 
when a communication state with the other game apparatus deteriorates (3:5-45). 
Referring to the amended limitation of controlling a display state of the other character 
such that the display state gradually changes from a normal display state, a fading 
display state, to a non-display state when a communication state with the other game 
apparatus deteriorates, this is inherent from Freeman et al.'s teaching of applying 
cinematographic effects available, e.g., zoom-in, zoom-out, dummy, context switching, 
interlude, etc., (2:38-42) as the game network latency increases (or communication 
deteriorates)(1 :47-2:3; 3:4-60). Note that, in case of applying context switching, e.g., the 
combatants (characters) being warped to another world where they do not face each 
other (3:41-45), or in case of introducing one or more dummy objects into the scene 
blocking the view or diverting the viewers (2:4-19) such cinematographic techniques 
would result in the changing characters from a normal display state, a fading display 
state, to a non-display state. 

Referring to claim 3, Freeman et al. teaches one game apparatus of the 
communication game system corresponds to a main apparatus (e.g., server 108) and a 
remaining one or more game apparatuses of the communication game system 
correspond to terminal apparatuses (e.g., agent machines, Fig.1); the main apparatus 
being adapted to make an inquiry to the one or more terminal apparatuses about 
character information pertaining to a character that is controlled by the inquired terminal 
apparatus, set the character information as set information of the character controlled 
by the inquired terminal apparatus if the character information is received from the 
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inquired terminal apparatus (5:1-6:16), set communication error information as the set 
information of the character controlled by the inquired terminal apparatus if the 
character information is not received from the inquired terminal apparatus, and send the 
set information of the one or more terminal apparatuses to the one or more terminal 
apparatuses (1 :47-2:42; 4:24-67); and the terminal apparatus being adapted to send 
character information pertaining to a self-controlled character of said terminal apparatus 
to the main apparatus, receive the set information sent from the main apparatus, and, 
based on the received set information, change a display state of a character for which 
the communication error information is set as the set information (1:47-2:42; 2:58-3:45). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated by the Amendment. 

Referring to the amended limitation of controlling a display state of the other 
character such that the display state gradually changes from a normal display state, a 
fading display state, to a non-display state when a communication state with the other 
game apparatus deteriorates, this is inherent from Freeman et al.'s teaching of applying 
cinematographic effects available, e.g., zoom-in, zoom-out, dummy, context switching, 
interlude, etc., (2:38-42) as the game network latency increases (or communication 
deteriorates)(1 :47-2:3; 3:4-60). Note that, in case of applying context switching, e.g., the 
combatants (characters) being warped to another world where they do not face each 
other (3:41-45), or in case of introducing one or more dummy objects into the scene 



Application/Control Number: 10/801,762 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3714 

blocking the view or diverting the viewers (2:4-19) such cinematographic techniques 
would result in the changing characters from a normal display state, a fading display 
state, to a non-display state. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh-An D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4440. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 



Application/Control Number: 10/801,762 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3714 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on 571-272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John M Hotaling II/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
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